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for none.  There are, he said, three rates for pirs: the
poor give only a rupee, others five or ten according to
their means.  But when a son is born or married, the
offering is larger, and as much as Rs.5o may be given.
The Bilochis I met a few days back said they could not
marry their sons, unless their pir was present.  And he
must also be present at a circumcision, for he has to cut
the babe's hair before anything else can be done.
Casting out     On the march to-day I was accompanied by a mem-
ofjinns jDer Of a Well-known family of pirs. He told me that two
or three of his family constantly went out on tour, and
after paying all expenses made thirty or forty rupees
a month.  Though themselves Muhammadans, many
of their mureeds were Hindus. When a Hindu mureed
has a son, he brings him to the shrine and offers the pir
a scarf (rumal) and five pice, five being a lucky number
with Hindus.1   A year later they return to have the
babe's hair shaved and offer Re.i /4, i. e. five four-anna
pieces.   Some Muhammadans do this too, doubtless
following the custom of the days when they were
Hindus.  Many, particularly women, come to Shorkot
to have jinns cast out   The rite is this:  Pepper is
thrown into a fire, and the woman's face thrust into the
ascending smoke. When she is half conscious, a knot
is tied in her hair over one of her ears, and the jinn
imprisoned within it. He is then adjured to come forth.
If he is stubborn and refuses, force is used and the
woman beaten. If he still refuses, irons are heated, and
the sight of them red-hot is generally sufficient to drive
him out; if they are applied, it is only for a moment.
My informant says that he has seen this done, and that
he has even cast out a jinn himself, though without
recourse to extremes.

The Seyyed B.A. whom I have already quoted told,
me that when he had just matriculated, he challenged
a pir to drive out a jinn in his presence. The challenge

1 *The number five and its aliquot parts runs through most religious and
ceremoBtial customs' (Rose, op, of. i. 222),